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PASADENA. Calif. (UPI) -
Early North American Indians 
left a ~~magical" legacy of. solar 
observatories in the Anzona 
desert - a series of precise rock 
carvings that mark the sun's 
m.ovement, a husband-and-wife re­
search team says. 

Dr. Robert Preston, an astrono­
mer at the Jet Propulsion Labora­
tory, and his wife, Ann, studied.., 19 
carvings - some nearly 1,.)00 
vears--clti - and found lhat all 
marked the summer and winter 
solstices and the equinoxes. 

The summer and winter sol­
stices are the longest and s~ortest 
davs of the year. The equmoxes 
mark the davs at the beginning of 
spting and autumn.._wh.en_the day 
ami-night are of equalleng~h. 

Preston said the carvmgs -
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called petroglyphs - served as a 
form of yearly calendar that 
recognized the importance _ of the 
sun to societies where subststence 
farming and hunting were keys to 
survival. 

· In many cases, a dagger of sun: 
light runs precisely on the eoge. ot 
a single carved circle at both wm­
ter and summer solstice. or a 
shadow bisects a spiral at dawn on 
the summer solstice, Preston said. 

ult must have been very magi­
cal to them. It's still magical to 
me,., he said. ·'Every society tries 
to nut order in their unjverse. \Ve 
do· it with science and this was 
their form of order." 

There a re 18 obser\~atories 
created by the Anasazi Indians 
. and another by the Hohokam. 


